Teaching research in the emergency medicine residency curriculum.
Research in emergency medicine is a necessary component for the growth and development of the academic discipline. Although the need exists for competent physician investigators, most graduates of emergency medicine residencies have had little structured education in research design or methodology. This is particularly true in community hospital programs with little funding allocated to research, limited facilities, and few staff members actively involved in research. Our purpose is to describe a research curriculum designed to operate within a community-based residency program. This curriculum identifies a detailed set of educational objectives in research techniques with the expectation that on completion of the residency program, the resident will be able to critically evaluate medical literature and independently design a research project. We have developed a specific plan for meeting these objectives with coordinated seminars, readings, journal clubs, research projects or exhibits, and professional conferences. We suggest some practical methods of motivating residents and attending staff to pursue clinical investigation.